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Notice of Non-Compliant Amendment (37 CFR 1.1-21) 




The amendment document filed on / C^£yl^ A is considered non-compliant because it has failed to meet the requirements of 37 
CFR L 12 1 , as amended on June 30, 2003 (see 68 Fed Reg. 38611, Jun- 30, 2003). In order for the amendment document to be 
compliant, correction of the following omission(s) or provision is required. Only the section (1.121(h)) of the amendment 
document containing the omission or non-compliant provision must be resubmitted (in its entirety), eg., the entire 
** Amendments to the claims" section of applicant's amendment document must be re-submitted. 

THE FOLLOWING CHECKED (X) ELEMENTS(S) CAUSE THE AMENDMENT DOCUMENT TO BE NON-COMPLIANT: 
O 1 . Amendments to the specification: 

C] A. Amended paragraph(s) do not include markings. 

Q B. New paragraph(s) should not be underlined. 

□ C Other 

□ 2. Abstract: 

O A. Not presented on a separate sheet. 37 CFR 1 .72. 

□ B. Other 

O 3. Amendments to the drawings: 



4. Amendments to the claims: 
' Q A. A complete listing of all of the claims is not present. 

□ t^Jfy. The listing of claims does not include the text of all claims (incl. withdrawn claims) 

CPl C. Each claim has not been provided with the proper status identifier, and as such, the individual status of each claim 
cannot be identified . 

Q D. Hie claims of this amendment paper have not been presented in ascending nmnericajorder. y a 

□ E- Other: ^S^ U fH w l p&>\f\ CSy*%( K j> pQg^krf/ 

For further explanation of the amendment format required by 37 CFR 1 .12 1 , see MPEP Sec. 714 and the USPTO website at 
http://wuw.uspto.gov/weh/offices/pa^ 

If the non-compliant amendment is a PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT, applicant is given ONE MONTH from the mail date of 
this letter to supply the corrected section which complies with 37 CFR 1.12L Failure to comply with 37 CFR 1.121- will result in 
non-entry of the preliminary amendment and examination on the merits will commence without consideration of the proposed 
changes in the preliminary amendment(s). This notice is not an action under 35 U.S.C. 132, and this ONE MONTH time limit is 
not extendable. 

If the non-compliant amendment is a reply to a NON-FINAL OFFICE ACTION, and since the amendment appears to be a bona 
fide attempt to be a reply (37 CFR 1 135(c)), applicant is given a TIME PERIOD of ONE MONTH from the mailing of this notice 
within which to re-submit the corrected section which complies with 37 CFR 1.121 in order to avoid abandonment EXTENSIONS 
OF THIS TIME PERIOD ARE AVAILABLE UNDER 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

If the amendment is a reply to a FINAL REJECTION, this form may be an attachment to an Advisory Action. The period for 
response to a final rejection continues to run from the date set in the final rejection, and is not affected by the non-compliant 
status of the amerklmfcnt 
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NOTICE OF OFFICE PLAN TO CEASE SUPPLYING <X^J^?*™™ 

Sferences wrra office a™^^^ p ^ 

ALTERNATIVE OF PROVIDING ELECTRONIC ACCESS TO SUCH U.S. PA1 BN 1 

REFERENCES 



Summary 



Th. i inited States Patent and Trademark Office (Office or USPTO) plans in the near future to: 
mt JS"^ Patents and U.S. patent application publicanons^S patent 
refe^ncLT^ Office actions except for citations made during the international stage of an 
rcterences^wiinuui^ p ^ Coope ration Tre aty and those made during 
international application ^f^^^^ acce ^ t0 , with convenient downloading 

ZhSn Monnation Retrieval (PAIR) system which has a mc 
Before ceasing to provide copies of U.S. patent references with Office actions, the 
OfSeXil tesTJie fe3ity of the E-Patent Reference feature by conducting a two-month pdot 
orole^t «to ^OTcelons mailed after December 1, 2003. The Offi^shall evaluate the 

""T" ^firn»«d«.f« litenuurevrtfli Offiee actions. 
SSS^SS l^vided by JuSPTO for «tf wrtaen 

So^pr^ by the USPTO for mt.nu.tion.1 applications during the atenmoonal sage and 

for reexamination proceedings. 

Description of Pilot Project to Provide Electronic Access to Cited U.S. Patent 
References 

~ u nnm the. Office will make available a new feature, E-Patent Reference, in thd 

,0 ^n?™£o^o^^^ 

examiner on form r l u-b^ my™ f ' PTn/ o R o8 au9\ as oart of an IDS. The retrieval 

tXl^SSZJU ta* (440 files, »Wch is an improve over the 
^rrent^ag^by-page retrieval capability fiom other USPTO systems. 



Steps to Use the New E-Patent Reference Feature During the Pilot Project and 
Thereafter 

Access to private PAIR is required to utilize E-Patent Reference. If you don't already have 
access to private PAIR, the Office urges practitioners, and applicants not represented by a 
practitioner, to take advantage of the transition period to obtain a no-cost USPTO Public Key 
Infrastructure (PKI) digital certificate, obtain a USPTO customer number, associate all of their 
pending and new application filings with their customer number, install no-cost software 
(supplied by the Office) required to access private PAIR and E-Patent Reference feature, and 
make appropriate arrangements for Internet access. The full instructions for obtaining a PKI 
digital certificate are available at the Office's Electronic Business Center (EBC) web page at: 
<http://www.uspto.gov/ebc/downloads.html> . Note that a notarized signature will be required to 
obtain a digital certificate. 

To get a Customer Number, download and complete the Customer Number Request form, PTO- 
SB125,at: http://www.uspto.gov/web/forms/sb01 25 .pdf . The completed form can then be 
transmitted by facsimile to the Electronic Business Center at (703) 308-2840, or mailed to the 
address on the form. If you are a registered attorney or patent agent, then your registration 
number must be associated with your customer number. This is accomplished by adding your 
registration number to the Customer Number Request form. A description of associating a 
customer number with an application is described at the EBC web page at: 
http^/www.uspto.gov/ebc/registration painhtml . 

The E-Patent Reference feature will be accessed using a new button on the private PAIR screen. 
Ordinarily all of the cited U.S. patent and U.S. patent application publication references will be 
available over the Internet using the Office's new E-Patent Reference feature. The size of the 
references to be downloaded will be displayed by E-Patent Reference so the download time can 
be estimated. Applicants and registered practitioners can select to download all of the references 
or any combination of cited references. Selected references will be downloaded as complete 
documents as Adobe Portable Document Format (.pdf) files. For a limited period of time, the 
USPTO will include a copy of this notice with Office actions to encourage applicants to use this 
new feature and, if needed, to take the steps outlined above in order to be able to utilize this new 
feature during the pilot and thereafter. 

During the two-month pilot, the Office will evaluate the stability and capacity of the E-Patent 
Reference feature to reliably provide electronic access to cited U.S. patent and U.S. patent 
application publication references. While copies of U.S. patent and U.S. patent application 
publication references cited by examiners will continue to be mailed with Office actions during 
the pilot project, applicants are encouraged to use the private PAIR and the E-Patent Reference 
feature to electronically access and download cited U.S. patent and U.S. patent application 
publication references so the Office will be able to objectively evaluate its performance. The 
public is encouraged to submit comments to the Office on the usability and performance of the 
E-Patent Reference feature during the pilot. Further, during the pilot period registered 
practitioners, and applicants not represented by a practitioner, are encouraged to experiment with 
the feature, develop a proficiency in using the feature, and establish new internal processes for 
using the new access to the cited U.S. patents and U.S. patent application publications to prepare 
for the anticipated cessation of the current Office practice of supplying copies of such cited 
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references. The Office plans to continue to provide access to the E-Patent Reference feature 
during its evaluation of the pilot. 



Comments 

Comments concerning the E-Patent Reference feature should be in writing and directed to the 
Electronic Business Center (EBC) at the USPTO by electronic mail at eReference(5) f uspto.Rov or 
by facsimile to (703) 308-2840. Comments will be posted and made available for public 
inspection. To ensure that comments are considered in the evaluation of the pilot project, 
comments should be submitted in writing by January 15, 2004. 

Comments with respect to specific applications should be sent to the Technology Centers* 
customer service centers. Comments concerning digital certificates, customer numbers, and 
associating customer numbers with applications should be sent to the Electronic Business Center 
(EBC) at the USPTO by facsimile at (703) 308-2840 or by e-mail at EBC@uspto.gov. 

Implementation after Pilot 

After the pilot, its evaluation, and publication of a subsequent notice as indicated above, the 
Office expects to implement its plan to cease mailing paper copies of U.S. patent references cited 
during examination of non provisional applications on or after February 2, 2004; although copies 
of cited foreign patent documents, as well as non-patent literature, will still be mailed to the 
applicant until such time as substantially all applications have been scanned into IFW. 

For Further Information Contact 

Technical information on the operation of the DFW system can be found on the USPTO website 
at http://ww.uspto.gov/web/patents/ifw/index.html. Comments concerning the E-Patent 
Reference feature and questions concerning the operation of the PAIR system should be directed 
to the EBC at the USPTO at (866) 217-9197. The EBC may also be contacted by facsimile at 
(703) 308-2840 or by e-mail at EBC@uspto.gov. 





Nicholas P. Godici 
Commissioner for Patents 
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